
Ordinances of City of Billings, Montana.

oRD|NANCE NO.09-5498

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BILLINGS, PROVIDING THAT
THE BtLLtNcS, MONTANA CtTy CODE (BMCC) BE AMENDED By
DELETING Section 2241 through 2248; AND REVISING
section 27ú,04 (d) - Fences walls and Hedges; section 27{15 -
Visibility at Intercections; and Section 27ô18 - lllustrations,
ADOPT THE REVISIONS AS AN AMENDMENT TO THE BMCC
AND THE ZONING REGULATIONS AND SET A TIME PERIOD
FOR THE REGULATION TO BE EFFECTIVE.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CIry COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BILLINGS, MONTANA:

1. REclrALS. Title 76, chapter 2, part 3, McA, and section 27-1502,
BMCC, provide for amendment to the City Zoning Regulations from time to time. The
City Council initiated the amendment to the City Zoning Regulations and the City Zoning
Commission and staff have reviewed the proposed zoning regulations hereinaftei
described. The recommendations of the Zoning Commission and staff have been
submitted to the City Council, and the City Council, in due deliberation, has considered
the proposed amendments to the City Zoning Regulations.

2. DESCRIPTION. The zoning regulation shall apply to all land within the
City of Billings.

3. AMENDMENT. That the Billings, Montana City Code be amended by
deleting Sections 22441 through 22448; and revisíng Section 27-604, Section 27-615
and Section 27-618 as follows:

Sec. 22-441. Vision obstruction.
Delete section in its entirety

Sec. 22-442. Safety hazard.
Delete section in its entirety

Sec. 22-443. Unlavuful obstructions.
Delete section in its entirety

Sec.22-444. Notice of vision obstruction.
Delete section in its entirety

Sec. 22-445. Notice contents.
Delete section in its entirety

Sec. 22-446. Notice procedure.
Delete section in its entirety
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Sec.22-447. Interest.
Delete section in its entirety

Sec.22-448. Appeal to city council.
Delete section in its entirety

Section 27-604 - Fences, Walls and Hedges.
(d) Setbacks for clear vision areas zenes. No fence, wall or hedge greater than th+ee
(3)+eet thirtv (30) inches in height may be erected or maintained in any zoning district
within a clear vision zone pursuant to Section 27-615 and as illustrated in figures 1, 2,
and 3 of section 27-618.

Section 27-615 - Visibility at Intersections.
þ) On corner lots at the intersection of all streets, except those intersections which
are controlled by stop signs, yield signs or traffic signals, no fence, hedge, wall, shrub,
structure or vision impediment over tn+*y'-sx{ge thirtv (30) inches in height above an
established top-of-curb grade shall be located within a triangular area formed by the
intersecting street centerlines and a straight line joining such intersecting lines at points
ene hundred and ten (110) feet distantfrem the peint ef interseetien measured aleng
the eenterlines ef the streets measured back from the point where the centerlines or the
extension of the centerlines intersect a dÍstance as shown in Table 1 (See BMCC
section 27-618, Fþure€ Fiqures 3a, 3b, and 3c).

able l{lear Vision
INTERSECTION Glear Vision Area Required: Reference Figure
TYPE in Sec. 27- 618
Minor Street Stop Enterinq a Local Street-10' x S5'(alqnq property Fio.2a

lines)

Enterinq Collector Street-10' x 75'(along
property lines)

Enterinq Arterial Street-10'x 95' (alonq propertv
lines)

All-Way Stop 20'x 20'alonq propertv lines Fiq. 2b

Yield 25'x 60' alonq property lines Fiq.2c

Traffic Siqnal Same as minor street stop lookino toward Fis. 2d
approachinq traffic in nearest travel lanes

Same as all-way stop lookinq opposite direction

-Open
(uncontrolled)



4-lesqed 1 10' x 1 10' alonq street centerline Fis. 3a

2-leqqed (riqht
anqle curve with
street centerline
radius of 100
feet or less)

80'x 80'alonq street centerlines (extended) Fiq. 3b

"T" intersection 25'along stem x 60'alonq top of "T"
measured along propertv lines
(see Note 1)

Fiq 3c
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Notes & Exceptions for Table 1:
1) Onlv applies to "permanent" T-intersections where there is no chance of
the street extendinq throuqh. Intersections where the propertv alono the top of
the "T" is not subdivided or is split into lots siqnificantly larqer than the maioritv of
lots in the subdivision. or where there is a private street extendinq into the
adjacen!-Pfoþerty opposite the stem of the "T" will be treated as a 4-leoqed
intersection

2) ln cases where the there ís a curve comino into the intersection or the
street aliqnment near the intersection deviates bv more than 5 deqrees from
tanaent mav be subiect to increased (additional) restrictions based on technical
review bv the Citv Traffic Ensineer.

3) Alonq arterial and collector streets where the "major" street curbline ¡s
more than 20 feet from the propertv line, the clear vision area mav be reduced to
that provided for a stop controlled local street intersection

4) For minor street stop (case 2a) enterino a street with a oosted sneecl limit

fÐ On corner lots at intersections where one (1) or more approaches are controlled
by eithe+ a stop sign. vield siqn, or a traffic signal, no fence, hedge, wall, shrub,
structure or vision impediment over $+ny-s¡x-€6) thirtv (30) inches in ñeight above an
established top-of-curb grade shall be located within a triangular area formed by theintersectinglines @
measured along the property lines as provided in Table 1 (See BMCC section 27-61g,
Figu+e+ Fiqures 2a. 2b. 2c. and 2d).

(c) On the street side of all lots where an alley or private driveway enters the street
right-of-way, a triangu+ar clear vision area zone shall be maintaineO. Sucn area zene
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shall be measured ten (10) feet intethe let frem the edge ef the sidewalk nearest the

d frem the edge ef any alley, away frem the alley,
e p'eperty line er' where ne sidewalk exists,

@¡ne. as defined in Table 2. No fence, hedge, wall, shrub or
structure over thifry.six{36} thirtv (30) in height above an established top-of-curb grade
shall be erected or maintained within the above defined this clear vision area tniangtlie
(SeeBMCCsection27-618,Figure1a).lfnosidewa|kexists,@

e werts
dir€€ter' all measurements shall be made from and alonq the propertv line.

Area at

Approach
Tvpe

Clear Vision Area Required

-Commercial 15' from back curb or 10' from back walk
drives
and all allevs
(commercial
includes 3-plex

whichever is qreater, measured into the property
alonq the edqe of the driveway, then continuinq
to a point 5' behind walk and 30'from the edqe of
the drivewav. then continuinq alonq a line 5'from

and larqer) and parallel to the back of walk to a point located
--- 70'from centerline drive alonq local streets
--- 90' from centerline drive alonq collector streets
-- 1 10' from centerline drive alonq arterial streets
(See Note 1)

-Residential
(Sinqle Familv or

12' from back of walk into propertv measured
alonq the edge of the drive, to a point 5' behind

duplex) sidewalk & 20 feet from edoe of drive. thence
continuing alonq a line 5' behind and parallel to
the back of walk to a point
--- 70'from centerline drive on local streets
-- 90' from centerline drive on collector streets
--- 110'from centerline drive on arterial streets

Notes for Table 2:
1) For commercial drivewavs the point of reference for "centerline"

shall be the actual marked centerline when there are two (2) or
more exit lanes.

2) For drivewavs entering a street with a posted speed limit qreater
than 45 MPH. the required clear vision area will be based on an
engineerinq review subiect to approval by the city Traffic Enqineer.

(d) Central Business District. On corner lots at intersections within the Central
Business District no fence, hedqe, wall. shrub, structure or vision impediment over
thirty (30) inches in heioht above an established top-of-curb qrade shall be located
within a trianqular area formed by the intersecting lines measured alono the street
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centerline and the back of curbline as provided in Table 3 (See BMCC section 27-
618. FieuFe2 Fiqures 2el. ln cases where the clear vision area at intersections
extends 2 feet or less on to private property, the Citv Enqineer is authorized to
review and may waive the clear vision area.

On the street side of all lots within the Central Business district where an alley or
drivewav enters the street right-of-way, a vehicular and pedestrian clear vision area
shall be maintained. Such areas shall be as defined in Table 4. No fence, hedoe,
wall. or shrub over thirtv (30) ín heiqht above an established top-of-curb orade shall
be erected or maintained within these clear vision areas (See BMCC section 27-
618, Fiqure 1bl. The clear vision area for allevs and driveways shall not appfu iã
buildinqs or pertinent parts thereof within the Central Business District.

TABLE 3 CBD Clear Vision Areas at Intersections

INTERSECTION Glear Vision Area Required: Reference Fiqure
TYPE in Sec. 27- 618
Stop Siqn or
Traffic Síqnal

Enterins 25 MPH Street-Trianqle 14 feet alons
centerline on the stop controlled approach
measured from back of curb on the intersectinq
street bv 205 feet alonq the curbline or the
extension of the curb on the cross street

Enterinq 35 MPH Street- Trianole 14 feet alonq
centerline on the stop controlled approach
measured from back of curb on the intersectinq
street by 290 feet alonq the curbline or the
extension of the curb on the cross street

Enterinq street with speed limit above 55 mph-
the required clear vision area will be based on an
enaineerina review subiect to approval bv the
Citv Traffic Enqineer

Yield The reauired clear vision area will be based on a
site specific enqineerinq review subiect to
approval by the Citv Traffic Ensineer

none

Open
(uncontrolled)

The required clear vision area will be based on a
site specific enqineerinq review subiect to
approval bv the Citv Trcffic Enqineer

none
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Clear Vision
area for:

Glear Vision Area Requim
?re?..for atteys and d

Reference Figure
in Sec. 27- 618

street

street

City Traffic Enqineer

ê) (e) Approved advertising signs, and public use controts and systems may bepermitted in this anv of the above defined ciear vísion tn¡ang{+lar areas. ín addition, treeswith a maximum trunk diameter of one (1) foot rneasured four (4) feet above the ground
line, and trimmed of all branches between the ground line 

"nà 
ãigh'i igl teet in height,

may be permitted in *his the above defined cbañision tfiangdaË"i""gì
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Section 27-618 - lllustrations.

FIGURE 1a. VISIBILITY AT ALLEY AND DRIVE APPROACHES
At the intersection of any alley or any driveway iæemtre{€ia+zene and a public street
outside of the Central Business District, the illustrated clear vision triang+e area shatl be
maintained.
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FIGURE 1b. VISIBILITY AT ALLEY AND DRIVE APPROACHES
At the intersection of any allev or any driveway in-a-eemme+eialzeire and a public street
within the Central Business District, the illustrated clear vision triang+e areas shall be
maintained. The clear vision area for alleys and driveways shall not applv to buildinqs or
pertinent parts thereof within the Central Business District.
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Cl-ear Visíon Zones
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FIGURE 2q. VlSlBlLlry AT INTERSECTIONS:
CONTROL
At any intersection where one (1) or more approaches is controlled by a stop sign e+
tra+ie-sign+ the illustrated clear vision triaf,g+e area shall be maintained.

Minor Street Stop

.. --*l-f
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d

NETEI Vhere noJor stneet posted speed exceeds
45 MPH, reaulred qteqr vision qneq wltl be
detennlned bosed on on englneenlng nevlew

Cteor Vision Aneq
xx 55 ft Loco.

xx 75 ft Collector
xx 95 ft Arteniol
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FIGURE 2b. VlSlBlLlTY AT INTERSECTIONS: ALL-WAY STOP CONTROL
At anv intersection where all approaches are controlled by stop siqns the illustrated
clear vision area shall be maintained.
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RE 2c. VlSlBl SECTIONS: Yl

Minor Street Yield

Cteon Vision Areq
for Yield Contnol
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als th

Traffic Signal
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CIeor. Vision Areq
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xx 95 ft Ar terlo.l
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FIGURE 2e. VlSlBlL FIC SIGNAL CONTROLLED
INTERSECTIONS IN THE CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT
At anv intersection within the Central Business District where traffic is controlled bv stop
siqns or traffic signals the illustrated clear vision area shall be maintained.

Central Business District
Stop Sign or Traffic Signal

Cteor Vision Aneo
xx 205 ft enterlng 25 MPH stneet
xx 290 ft entenlng 35 MPH street

N!TES
Vhere cnoss stneet posted speed exceeds 35 MPH,
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on on englneenlng revlew

Cteor vlslon oreo opptles on oll legs oÊ q trqfflc J
signqt controtted intensectlon ond on the stop L
controtled opprooches fon stop contno(ed
lntersectlons

fig. 2e
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FIGURES 3a. 3b. and 3c. VISIBILITY AT INTERSECTIONS: UNCONTROLLED
At any intersection where none of the approaches ìs are controlled by ei*he+a stop sign,
vield siqn or traffic signal, the illustrated clear vision triang+e areas shall be maintained.

"IJncontrol-l-ed" Intersection
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4. REPEALER. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are
hereby repealed.

5. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall be effective from and after final
passage and as provided by law.

PASSED by the City Council on first reading October 26,2009.

PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED on second reading November 9, 2009.

CITY OF BILLINGS:

BY: lu;\'lLn n*, ^)Cari Martin, City Clerk

ZC#853 - Text Amendment Clear Vision Areas

Ron Tussing, Mayor


