
RESOLUTION 24-11244

A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING LEGISLATIVE
PRIORITIES FOR THE 2025 MONTANA STATE

LEGISLATURE'S 69th SESSION

WHEREAS, the 69th Montana State Legislature will begin January 2' 2025. llis
important to identify legislative priorities to guide city administration, staff, local elected

officials, and our lobbyist; and

WHEREAS, included within our legislative priorities are our closest legislative

partners, the Montana League of Cities and Towns (MLCT), and the Yellowstone County

attorney'S office. The MLCT is an incorporated, nonpartisan, nonprofit association of 127

Montana municipalities. The League's sole purpose is the cooperative improvement of

municipal government in Montana. lt acts as a clearinghouse through which the

municipalities cooperate for their mutual benefit. Billings has active board representation in

the MLCT.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE BILLINGS, MONTANA

CITY COUNCIL adopts the following priorities for the 2025 Legislative Session:

1. Public safety - support legislation providing enhanced safety, health and security for

Billings residents; fight drug abuse, domestic violence, human trafficking and

associated crime; reduce vagrancy, homelessness and increase resources for mental

health services.

This support includes the following proposed or potential legislation:

a. Generally revise theft laws (Sen. Usher's SB 95)

b. Youth Court Act revisions (Rep. Mercer's HB 614)

c. Revise laws relating to dangerous drugs (Rep. Baum's HB 301)

d. Support, rn general, the Yellowstone County Aftorney's and the Montana

County Attorneys Association legislative priorities.

e. Support legislation to expand the incarceration capacity at the state and

local level.

f. Support laws to increase possible charges and/or penalties when

partner/family violence is committed in the presence of a minor.



g. Support reforms and improvements to Montana's behavioral health and

developmental disabilities service systems, including the priorities set by the

Behavioral Health System for Future Generations (BHSFG) Commission.

h. Support additional revenue sources for City services, including Crisis

Response Units and other Behavioral Health services.

2. Housing-support legislation that promotes housing abundance, affordability, and

promoting home ownership for citizens. support, in general, the Governor's Housing

Task Force recommendations, particularly:

a. R3-ldentify, evaluate, and implement building code reforms to lower

housing construction costs and timelines without compromising safety,

especially for missing middle housing.

b. R 14-substantially increase state funding for the Housing Montana

Fund (HMF)-Affordable Housing Revolving Loan Fund (AHRLF).

c. R 16-Draft and introduce legislation to establish a State Housing Tax

Credit program.

d. R'17-Draft and introduce legislation to authorize an additional $50 million in

funding from the coal Trust Tax Fund for the coal Trust Multifamily Homes

(CTMH) program and provide more flexible terms for loans made under the

CTMH Program.

e. R20-Address the challenges of obtaining affordable property and

casualty insurance for homes. (Note: lncludes a section on reducing

Montana's higher 1O-year statute of repose for construction defect

litigation, likely a factor in minimal condo construction)

f. R21-Leverage state resources and expertise to decrease the costs of pro-

housing reform implementation and draft legislation for an ongoing

appropriation for planning grants to local and tribal governments for

planning and zoning to increase housing supply.

3. Economic Development - support legislation that facilitates private investment in

Billings.



a. Tax lncrement Finance (TlF)-Support preservation of TIF as economic

development tool, offering Billings' TIF resolution as a good governance

model.

5. Shift Tax Burden - Support legislation shifting the tax burden from Billings

property owners to users of government services, where appropriate.

a. Support a Local Option Tax bill where 100% of revenue, minus operating

costs, is used for property tax reduction.

6. MLCT/Self Governing Powers - Support, in general, the Montana League of

Cities and Towns Legislative Resolutions.

a. Resolutions attached as Appendix'A'

The Billings, Montana City Council hereby recognizes, concurs, and supports the priorities

expressed herein.

PASSED, ADOPTED and APPROVEDon this 12th day of November, 2024

CITY OF BILLINGS

....:ltuiiT*,,

:8, SEAL r-?:

*

Z/, 4
William A. Cole, Mayor

ATTEST

I
Denise R oh an, City Clerk

4. lnfrastructure - Support legislation that increases investments in infrastructure

critical to supporting our economy.

a. Support funding for conservation and facility improvements at the new

Westend water treatment reservoars.

BY:

BY.



Rcsolution #2024-1

(; T]\T]Ii,.\I, PRI\('IPI,ES

Thc cities and tou'ns of Montana provide clcan water, a sanitary environmcnt, poltce and fire
protection, transportation, and recreational opportunitics for residents, businesses and visitors. Our
uniquc, vibrant municipalities provide an inviting environmcnt that fosters the primary basis lor all
scctors of the Montana economy. To providc quality, cost-effective municipal scrviccs to their
rcsidents, businesses and visitors, municipalitics rnust wiscly and efhciently use their limitcd financial
rcsourccs.

Local govemments are closest to the people, and as such, local processes, authority, and

decision-making should be respected and supported by state and federal govemments. Any attempt to

undermine or weaken any municipality's process, authority, or decision-making is considered an

attempt to undermine the strength of local govemment as a whole. We will support each other and

opcnly communicate with each other to address challenges and pursue oppo(unities impacting cities

and lowns, knowing the success ofone is the success ofall. United we stand, divided we fall.

The Montana League of Citics and Towns is committed to preserving and promoting Montana

municipalities, the services they provide, and the cconomies they support.

ACl'ION

For the 2025 Legislative Scssion, the League will stand by the following pnnciplcs of fair,

alfordablc, and effective local govemmcnt:

L Establish a fair, efficient, and effective property taxation system that does not dlsproportionately
burden rcsidential property owners, preserves thc entitlement share paymenl and other existing
sourccs of revenue to municipalities, and provides authority for municipalities to seek and

develop new sources olrevenue to fund cssential local services.

2. Promote improvements to and diversification ofthe current local govemment finance structure,

including but not limited to special districts and local option taxes, to develop supplements and

altcmatives to property tax rcvenue.

3. Encourage the maintenance of, expansron ol, and improvements to federal and state grant, loan,

and investment programs to fund infrastructure capital improvements to supplement the use of
local funds.

4. Prescrve the ability of local govemmcnts to place questions on the ballot, recognizing their

understanding of the specific needs and preferences of lheir communities and allowing local

votcrs to make local policy decisions with respect to their comnrunity. Uphold the local

govcmment's ability to pass nrill levics by a majority vote to empower residenls to prioritize

local scrvice levels and encourage, not discourage, voter engagement.

5. Advocatc lhat new legal mandates imposed upon municipalities have an identificd source of
independent funding and are not an unfunded mandate imposed upon municipalities,

Oclober 3, 2024
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6. Modernize planning and development statutes, regulations, and policies tliat encourage the

development ofunique, vibrant, healthy, and safe cornmunities through more efficient and cost-

effective delivery of clcan water, treatment and disposal of wastewater and solid waste,

protection of nrunicipal water rights, interconnectivity of transportation systems, housrng,

enhanced fire, police and public safety protection, recreation opportunities, and other municipal
serviccs.

7. Oppose any measure that limits or diminishes municipal authority as provided by the letter and

spirit of the Local Government Article of the 1972 Montana Constitution.

8. Rccognize the contribution of cities and towns to thc history and culture ofour state and a better

understanding of the fact that all public policy should begin and end with those special places a

majority of Montanans call horne.

9. Strategically sponsor and supporl legislation or policies that maintain and strengthen local

decision-making and authority and oppose legislation or policies thal seek to undermine or
weaken local decision-making and authority.

10. Support or sponsor legislation, policies, and funding tl,at improve the ability of local

governments to provide public access to their deliberations, decision-making, and records.

Octobcr 3, 2024



llcsolu tion #1024-2

PROPERTY'TAX RF],FORM AND PROTF:,CTION OF I,OCAI- SERVICES

BACKGROUND

Municipalities in Montana must rcly almost exclusively on property tax revenues to fund

local services. About 56% olall property taxes collected statewide are directed to elementary, high

school, and higher education, while the remaining 44% funds local governments, including cities,

counties, and special drstricts. Some counties also receivc oil and gas tax revenues, and some

unincorporatcd communities and municipalities, with a population of less than 5,500 where the

majority of local employment is related to businesscs calering to the recreational and personal

needs oftourist visitors, collect a resort salcs tax, Othcr than those exceptions, local govemments

are limited to collecting properly lax revenues.

Municipalities are only authorizcd to impose a gcneral fund mill levy that is sufficient to

generate the amount ofproperty taxcs aclually assessed in the prior year plus one-halfthe average

iate of inflation lor the prior 3 years. Citics and towns cannot financially survive with this

limrtation on the mill levy. Expenscs incurrcd by citics and towns are not limited to any similar

cap.

Local governments use gcncral lund propcrty lax revenues mainly to fund essential

firefighting, law enforcement, and other enlcrgency services, administration, and parks and

,"...ufion. Lo"ol slreets arc paitl lor through state gas taxes, which do not have an adjustment rale

and have fallen far behind the inflationary costs ol transportation infrastructure. Water and

waslewater service is typically paid lor through user fees and assessments on residents that use

those sewices, including the rate hikcs that nrust be imposed to finance large, expensive system

improvemcnts neccssary 10 meet Slatg and national regulations. Many communities tum to voted

miil levies to fill the gap betwcen available revenues and growing service costs. However, with

the few exceptions oiresort tax communitics, the daily local services Montanans depend on for

working, living, and re cre ating are paid lor lhrough the same homeowner or renter, who has limited

capacity to continue to PaY more.

The state ilctemrincs thc tax ratcs lor all property in Montana. Residential homeowners pay

almost 60% ofall property taxes collected statcwide; two decades ago, they carried less than 40o/o

of that burden. Orc, ihe iast lew dccades, as thc Legislaturc has reduced the tax rates on other

classes ofproperty, the propcrty tax burden has increased on rcsidential and commercial prope(y

owners and u*uy fro. other'classes of propcrty. In 2023, although appraisals of residential

properties increaicd drarnatrcally conrpared to other classes of property the Legislature did not

mitigate the class 4 residential tax ratc as it had done in thc past, resulting in a further tax shift to

residential property owners.

ln 2021, a ballot proposal to constitutionally freez,e taxable valuation and property taxation

on residential properties wa; approvcd for signature collection. A similar ballot issue was proposed

in 2023. While- the 2021 pioposal ultimatcly failed and rhe 2021 proposal was ruled

unconstitutional, they cxemplify a grolving discontent among Montanans with property taxes.

October 3, 2024



ACTION

l. Support legislation to provide relief to Montana residential property owners while
presewing local govemment revenues and the ability of municipalities to provide the levcls

of services expected and demanded by local residents and visitors.

2. Support legislation to allow Montana municipalities, with the approval of their voters, the

authority to enact a local option tax to help fund local infrastructure projects and other local

services.

3. Suppo( legislation to remove the rcstrictions on the mill lcvy authority currently imposed

under Tille I 5, chapter 10, part 4, MCA.

4. Protect thc local govemment cntillement share, but stratcgically sponsor and support

legislation or policies that ensure the continuation or fair and equitable modemization of
the entitlemcnt share program and the application ofincreased growth laclor adjustments.

5. Considcr proposals for voted levics
lransparency and voter turnout.

and special districts that providc incrcased

6. Protect tax incremenl financing as a locally driven tool and rcsource to help create projects

that can stimulate redevelopment, housing,job crealion, and increased taxable value to help

direct local growlh and finance infrastructure improvements

MI,CT will oppose bills that:

l. Reduce thc base budgets of any municipality or limit the ability of municipalitics to

increasc local revenues to address local needs.

2. Inrpose restrictions on voted levies or special districts that rcduce the effectiveness and

availability ollocal services as expectcd by each community and its visitors'

October 3,2024

Meanwhilc, income taxes on higher incomes of new Montana resrdents and corporations

have resulted in billion-dollar state general fund surpluses.

Montanans expccl high quality, consistent local serviccs, They expect tinrely and

competent responsc by firefighters and law cnforcement and thcy cxpect clean drinking water.

They expect their streets to be well-maintaincd and plowed and garbage to be collected and

disposed of. They cxpcct their children to be rvell-educated in a safe and secure building and parks

available for play and recrcation. They expect ncw developmenl to pay lor its own impacts to lhese

scrvices. These serviccs are expensive, costs that continue to increasc as the labor and material

markets have tightened and inflation has soared.



Ilesolu tion #2021-3

HOUSIN.G

BA KGROUND

Housing prices continue to outpace average incomes in Montana, making it difficult ifnot
impossible for many Montanans to own or renl a suitable residence for themselves and their
families. According to Zillow, an online real estate rnarketplace, Jttly 2024 average home values

in Montana continued to remain just under a half a million dollars. This is a 3.20% increase from
luly 2023, but a more drastic increase of 60% from July 2019. While the majority of home

purchase prices are less than the list pricc, the average median list price is just over a hallmillion
dollars and continue to hover around pcak levels. These values vary widely from community to

community. As of July 2024,lhe current median honre value in the city of Bozeman is $755,339,
Kalispell $558,859, Helena $469,604, Whitehall S453,171, Big Timber $422,204, Billings
5387,898, Dillon $377,539, Roundup S238,835, and Choteau $271,058. These priccs are outside

the reach of most Montanans.

Rentals are similarly higher than Montanans arc able to pay. The majority, ncarly 69%, of
the pooresl Montanans (0-30% of average median income) must pay over 5070 oflhcir income on

housing costs and utilities. This income category constitutes a quarter ofall Montana renters. The

majority of the next highest income levcl (31-50% ofaverage mcdian income) must pay over 30%

of their income on housing related costs. Almost 20% of Montanans eaming the average median

income are similarly cost-burdened.

Exacerbating this inequily is a lack of units for those now sceking housing in Montana.

Montana's population has grown by 52,000 people since 2020. in combination with this growth,

tight labor markets, material costs, hrgh land values, inflation, and lack of infrastructure capacity

have all contributed to Montana's housing crisis, and many different actions at all levels ol
govemlnent will nccd to bc taken to solve it.

During the 2023 Session, the League with a coalition of organizations supported passage

of the Montana Land Use Planning Act, a comprehensive update and modemization of Montana's

land use and planning laws. with the passage of thal bill, the League was able to help create a

more predictable and less costly proccss for residential development review and approval at the

local lcvel, rvhile preserving local decision-making for community planning and zoning. The

Leaguc will continuc to work with municipalities, seek funding for, and propose revisions as

necessary to successfully implement the new law.

Municipalitics are committed to continurng to work with state and federal agencies, other

local govemments, the private sector, and lhe public to identify and implement solutions to the

housing crisis. Howcver, while cilies and lowns seek and implenrent ways to make housing

development more aflordable, they must retain their ability to makc local decisions about the form,

density, and impacts of land development based on communiry desires, needs, and capacity.

Octobcr 3, 2024



ACTION

l. Identifo, disseminate, and support idcas and tools that municipalitics can irnplement to lower
housing costs and boost housing supply to support available and aflordable housing for all

income levels, with particular emphasis on missing middle homcowncrship.

2. Support bills that strengthen and support community-generated choiccs lor increasing lhe local

supply ol housing, while preserving local decision-making, protecting the public's right to

know and participatc, mitigating impacts to the environmcnt, and ensuring the local

govemmenl's ability to provide critical public services.

3. Increase coordination and collaboration bclwecn state and local governnrents to create more

predictable and lcss costly processes for residential development,

October 3, 2024



Rcsolution #2$24-1

I,AND USE AND ENVIRONME,NTAI, REGUI,ATION

BA(]KGROUND

Cities and towns work diligently to protect Montana's land and water resources lhrough
wise community developnrent policies that cmphasize ccntralized water and waslewater systems,

efficient delivery ofservices to concentrated populations, and compliance with fair and alfordable
environmcntal standards. Dcspite this work, new developmcnt in Montana continues to sprawl

outside municipal boundaries, threatening our legacy of open space and clean water. Cities and

towns must retain their ability to make local decisions about the form, density, and impacts of land

development based on comnrunity desires and needs. Municipalities are dedicated to working with
state and fcderal agencies, counties, the private sector, and thc public to establish Iand use policies

and regulalions that recognize property rights and the nccd to efficiently dcliver services whrle
preserving the nalural assets of Montana.

Encourage the use of community water, wastewaler, and stormwater systems to protect

cnvironmental quality and assure that cities and lowns are not obligated for a

disproportionate share of the cost ol complying with Nutrient Standards, MS4, TMDL,
PFAS, lead service lines, and other state or federal regulatory requircments.

2, Supporl policies and statutory lramcworks that protcct municipal water rights and water

quality, streamline thc change ofuse process on and rvithrn municipal water systems, create

a suslainable post-adj udication watcr court, and limit the use ofexenrpt wells in urbanizing

areas where water quantity and quality are of conccrn.

3. Prornote environn.rcntally responsible cnergy devcloptnenl and conservation through grants,

loans, and technical assistance and education programs, and allow cities and towns authority

undcr the energy and building codes to promote conservation.

4. Protect and expand thc authority ofcities and towns to use tax increment districts and locally

approved tax abatcments lor opportunities as parl ol an eflcctive local economic

devclopment strategy that reflecls thc needs and pnorities ofthe local community.

4. Support and encourage the devclopment, funding, and local authority over muhi-modal

transportation systcms lvilhin municipalities, including strects, roads, transit, paths,

bikeways, sidewalks, trails, and othcr infrastructure on state and local transportation routes

thal create a safer, more livable, and more economically vibrant urban environment.

5. Provide funding to assist communitics in,plementing SB 382 (Chapter 500, Laws 2023).

6. The League supports bills that provide necessary fixes lo the 2023 Montana Land Use

Planning Act to ensure a more predictable and lcss costly process lor residential development

review and approval a1 the local level, while prolecting the public's rtght to know and

participate, the environment, local govemment's ability to provide public services, and local

authority for Iand usc decision-making.

Octobcr 3, 2024
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MLCT will oppose bills or policics that:

l. Rcstrict the annexation, zoning, planning, and subdivision review authority of cities and

towns or limit local community developmenl decision-making.

2. Precmpt local land use policy-making, including but not limited to specific development

standards, parking requirements, dcnsity, and olher important policies that reflcct local

circumstances and choices.

3. Limit the effectiveness of the options undcr the tax increment districl statutes

October 3, 2024



Rcsolution #2024-5

I NVT]ST IN LOCAL GOVE RN M !]N'I' I N F' ITAS-I' RU C'I' U RL,

Montana nrunicipalitics own and operate the vast majority of inlrastructure in Montana

strcets, drinking watcr treatment and distribution systems, waslewaler trcatment and discharge

systems, slormwater collection systems, firefighting and law enforcemcnt facilities, and parks and

rccreational facilitics,

Montana has experienced significant growth over the past decade. Most Montanans

welcome ths economic opportunities connected to development, but Monlana municipalities do

not have the resources and support necessary to addrcss the inlrastructurc nceds and public health,

safety, and general wcllare oltheir residents, businesses, and visitors

Healthy infrastructure is critical to the health of Montana's econonry. For Montana to

attract economic grorvth, the ability to provide quality essential scrvices mcans the infrastructure

must be in good condition and conrmunities musl be using modem technology. Montana's local

govemments must maintain the critical health and salety services that all Montanans need: clean

water, good lransportation systems, effectivc law enforcemenl and fire protection, accessible

communication ,yrtc.r, and responsivc en'lcrgency systems. We need to maintain and expand

the systcn.ls we have and build new systcms to servc the visilors and new residents coming to our

communities. We cannot conlinue to rely on increascd propcrty laxes and assessmcnts on long-

tcmr residcnts to support thcsc scrvices.

Infrastructure enables privale businesses and individuals to produce goods and services

n.rore efficicntly. Montana's citics, towns, and counties have n.rillions in road, water, wastcwater,

and other outstanding infrastructure needs that can increasc long-term business productivity in

every comer of Montana.

The MLCT will continue to work with thc Montana lnfrastruclurc Coalition ("MIC") to

cstablish infrastructure prioritics on a multi-session approach. We rvill continue to work to change

the structure of the rvay infrastructure financing occurs in Montana.

lnZ0l'7, the Legislaturc passed a $.06 graduatod increasc in the state gas tax to temporarily

shore up the highway account and increase the gas tax allocation for local road projects for the

first tirne in over two decades. In 2019, thc Legislature passed a comprcltcnsive infrastructure bill

lunding local projects through one-time-only grants and loans as well as university buildings and

other state projects. ln 2021, the federal American Rescue Plan Act provided historic levels of

infraStructure funding for Montana's watcr, sewer, slorm water, water storage, bridges, roads, and

other important systems that serve our residents and tourists. Nevertheless, the highway account

will continue to fall short of thc amount needed to nratch federal dollars and millrons of dollars'

worlh of projects remain unfunded. Mcanwhile, our infraslructure deficrt continues Io grow as

municipalities fall further behind in delened maintenance. ln 2023,1he Legislature passed sevcral

Octobcr 3, 2024
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one-time funding bills for municipal infrastructure out of the State's general fund surplus.

Permanent funding lor a local infrastructure grant or loan program or other financial support lor

local infrastructurc is needed.

ACTION

MLCT will support bills or policics that:

l. Promotc investment in local govemmenlal infrastructure, including ncw or increased

financing oplions, grant and loan programs, and other resources and support necessary to

proactivcly plan for and address rnfraslructure, protcct the public health, safety, and general

rvellarc of municrpal residents, businesses, and visitors, and stimulatc thc economy.

2. Streamlinc lhe process lor obtaining lederal and state infrastructure dollars through
improvenrcnts 1o existing granl and loan programs.

MLCT will opposc bills or policics that:

Seek to diminish or eliminate any existing source of local infrastructure funding, including
funding for cxisting granl or loan progranrs, existing gas taxes or allocations thereof,

financing options, or other lrmits on constructing, marntaining, improving, or increasing local

in frastructurc facilities and capacity.

October 3, 2024



The public enployee retircnent system has suffered in the past from not being actuarially

sound. The Lcgislaturc has discussed reducing the amortization of MPERA system at substantial

cost to local govemments and cnding the defined benefit plan. In 2023, the Legislaturc ended thc

defincd bcneflt plan for the smallcr public pension systems. This decision has been discussed at

lcngth during the 2023-2024 interim, and lhe State Administration and Veteran's Affairs (SAVA)

inteiinr committee has voted to move a committee bill lo reverse that decision. Citics and towns

supported legislation in 2023 that ensured the actuarial soundness of the public employee

reiiiemcnt system, including a proposal to extend the currenl annual employer contribution

increase of .1% annually through 2034, That bill did not pass, but the SAVA interim committce

has voted to move a committee bill to extend the now expired annual . I % increase on the employer

contribution through 2035.

Sorne public employec bargaining groups continue to advocate for including lactors such as

overtimc, insurancc prcmiunr payn'lents, and other special benefits as part of thc "total

compensation" used i; detcmlining retiremcnt benefits upon retirement. MPERA has rccently

required local govcmments to rcimburse the rctirement system for millions of dollars in cstimatcd

rctirement coniributions upon separation of services lrom the local governmenl entity. Any of
thcse types of policy changes incrcasc the cost 1o the public employer for paying the employer

porlion of retircmcnt withholding.

The League supports ensuring the actuarial soundness and fair and equitable modemization ofthe

public employcc rctircntent systcms.

COM PE,:(SA'TION FOR RETIRE}'I E-\'.T

BACKGROLIND

N CTION

I . Support proposals to reinstate the annual employer contribution increase of . I % annually

through 2035.

2. Support proposals that provide additional funding to support employer contributions to

retirement benefits.

MLCT will opposc bills that:

l. Oppose legislation that, othcr than set lorth above, increases the local govemment

contribution to any public cmployee retirement system, including but not limited to
redirecting entitlement share, increasing local government employer conlributions,

requiring payntcnt of estimated contributions upon local govemment restructuring, or

Octobcr 3,2024
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adding employec bcncfits and ovcrtime as pafl ol the compensatlon for purposes of
dctcrmining retircnrent benefi ts.

October 3. 2024



Rcsolution #2024-7

SUPPORT COMMUNITIE,S
IMPACTED BY NATURAI, RESOURCES INDUSTRIES

Throughout our state the dcvelopment of our nalural resources has been a significant

cconomic engine for all olMontana, providing thousands ofgood payingjobs with benefits and a

valuable source of tax revenue. Many of our smaller rural communities are threatened with an

uncertain future with the decline of these natural resource industries.

For dccades, rnany Montana conmrunities havq rclicd heavily on our state's valuable

natural resources industries. Mining, timber, coal, oil, and gas have all provided billions ofdollars
in state and local taxcs while also providing economic stability across all corncrs of our state.

There is not a city in our state that has not benehted fronr the dcvclopment of these natural

rcsources, Thc fluctuation in thesc industry scctors both growth and decline - can have scrious

consequenccs on the economic and social stability of our municipalitics.

nc'ftoN

While the League recognizes that cach impacted community, industry, and local impact is different

and may requirc a varicd approach, the Leaguc supports efforts to create and maintain legislation,

policies, and programs that provide financial support, economic diversificatron, and other

rcsources to:

l. Help crcate sustainablc employment opportunities and protect local revenues in Montana

cities and towns impacted by thc growth or decline of natural resource development.

October 3, 2024
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Montana cities and towns provide critical public safety services to the majority of Montana

residents. Fire prolection, emergency response, law enforcement, are important components of
creating and maintaining thriving, prosperous communities. The League expresses its appreciation

lor the work ofour local police officers, fircfighlers, emergency responders, and olher public safety

cmployees.

As municipal resources continue to bc slretched across a varicty of communily needs,

public safety services facc growing shortfalls for adcquate funding of personnel, equipment, and

"or..ug., 
In addition, thc need for public cmergcncy medical services, including first-response

and tr;sport, is increasing and rapidly changing in a manner that places increased burden on

already strained local fire departments.

Rcsolution #2024-8

SUPPORT FOR PUBI,IC SAF-ETY SERVICES

BACKGROUND

ACTION

MLCT will support legislation and policies that:

l. Ensurc adcquatc equipment, training, and lunding for municipal emcrgency responsc, law

enforcemcni, and ltre protection serviccs. In particular, the League supports an increase in

training spots at thc basic law enforccment academy. In thc absence of such increasc' in

training spots, the League will support bills that will allow local law enforcemenl to be

certified tb provide its own training or send recruits 1o other ccrtified training facilities.

2. Ensure public safety services are funded at lcvel to meet local comtnunity public salcty

expectations.

3. Assist and strengthen transparency, accessibility, and accountabilily in our communitics,

so long as thc proposal iniludes thc nccessary lunding or funding flexibility to enable

municipalitics to comPIY.

4. Auow a cost rccovery model and billing options for emergcncy medical response services

or that levcrage cxisting federal lunds for rcimbursement of enrcrgency medical response.

October 3, 2024



MLC'I will opposc lcgislation and policics that:

l. Undermine the efficacy, responsiveness, or accountability of public safety systems or

require municipalities to cut funding lo other public scrvices to comply with unfunded

mandates imposed by lhe state,

2. Reduce or impede funding to address community impacts that may result from legalization
ol marijuana.

October 3, 2024



Ilcsolution #2024-9

SUPPORT FOR MIl.l'l'ARY OPERAI'IONS IN IIONT;\NA

Federal nrilitary operations in Montana are critical to our national defense and are also an

important source of economic health in our communitics. Military assets in the state include Fort

Harrison, Limcstone Tratning Range, Haycs Military Operations Area, Malmslrom Air Force

Basc, Porvdcr Rivcr Training Range, thc Advanced Research Lab at MSU, and various Montana

Amry and Air National Guard units. Fronr defense contracts and mutual aid agreements to the

revcnue generaled by servicing nrilitary personnel, Montana's military has tremendous statewide

impact.

Malmstrom Air Force Base provides more than $425 million in economic impetus 1o the

Statc of Montana. Military construction and service contracts provide millions to local contractors,

thc base spends more than $9.2 rnillion lor utilities, and Malmstronr services more than 7,000 miles

of roads in Montana, which benefits Monlana's commerce. In addition, the Montana National

Guard provides more than $185 million in economic impact to Montana, and there is currently

ovcr $37 million invested in military-related construction projects across our state.

Malmstronr is slated to receive a major intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) upgrade

callcd "Sentinel.". Initial development is undcrway. Thc entire projcct will update all three ICBM
bascs, in the Unitcd States and is projectcd to cosl ovcr $140 billion. The project willtake 20 ycars

to complete. Whcn the system upgrades occur in Montana, it will have a significant economic

impacl on our state and its industries.

The Dcpa(ment of De lense (DoD) also seeks to partner rvith host communities and states

to improve thc lives of military personnel and their dcpcndents. Community partnerships and grant

programs (Delensc Community Infrastructure Progranr) also prescnt opportunities for Montana to

support their military installations. The DoD also sccks to support lts military personncl by

housing, childcare, mental hcalth, vcterans, spousal cmploynlenl, and prolcssional liccnse

rcciprocity or lull credential acceptance.

Federal base realignmcnt and closure activities and other cost-cutting measures pul current

military missions an<l assets in Monlana and Montana's cconomic wcll-being at risk. In addition,

Montana communities are missing strategic opportunities for defense industry growth statewide.

A,CTION

The Leaguc will support efforts to protect existing military assets in Montana, including

prcscrving training ranges, prcventing encroachment, collaborativcly addressing national cuts to

any military assets in Montana, and devcloping opportunities for mission retenlion, growth, and

dc lcnse industry opportunit ics.

Octobcr 3, 2024

BACKGROUND



Rcsolution 2021-10

ME,DICAID EXPANSION

BNCKGROLIND

Thc availability and accessibility of healthcare services are essenlial for the well-being ofour
residentsl and

Medicaid expansion has proven to be an effcctive means ofincrcasing access to healthcare for
low-income individuals and families; and

Medicaid expansion providcs mcntal health services for homeless populations which are

increasingly falling to local govemments to provide for; and

Medicaid is critical to maintain hospitals in rural communities; and

Small businesses create and supporl strong local economies and small business in Montana rely

on healthy employees who can access Medicaid: and

The economic benefits of Medicaid expansion, including job creation and increased economic

aclivity, espcciatly for small businesses, would positively impact our communities; and

A healthier population contributes to a more productive and thriving society.

A("r'roN

l. Thc League will support and advocate for the availability ol Medicaid in Montana so that all

eligiblc individuals in Montana have access to affordable hcalthcare.

2, Thc League will actively engage to raise awareness about the bcnefits of Medicaid expansion

to thc citizcns and businesses of Montana's cities and towns.

October 3, 2024


