Ordinances of City of Billings, Montana.

ORDINANCE NO. 17-5688

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BILLINGS, PROVIDING
THAT THE BILLINGS, MONTANA CITY CODE BE AMENDED
BY REPEALING SECTIONS 2-540 THROUGH 2-549 AND
SECTIONS 2-702, 2-703, 2-705 THROUGH 2-709; BY
REVISING SECTIONS 2-704 AND 2-221(2)(o); AND
ADOPTING STATE ETHICS STATUTES FOR FUTURE
ETHICS ISSUES AND COMPLAINTS CONCERNING PUBLIC
ELECTED OR APPOINTED MUNICIPAL OFFICIALS OR
EMPLOYEES

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BILLINGS,
MONTANA:

Section 1. That Sections 2-540 through 2-549 of the Billings,
Montana City Code be repealed in their entirety as follows:

DIVISION 6. ~ETHICS BOARD

The board-of ethics-shall- consist-of five (6)-persens-whe-shall-held-reo
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Section 2: That sections 2-702, 2-703 and 2-705 through 2-720 of the
Billings, Montana City Code be repealed in their entirety as follows:

Sec2-702 - Definitions-
The-terms-used-inthis-article-are-defined-as-follows:
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Section 3: That Section 2-704 of the Billings, Montana City Code be
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 2-7024. - Conflict of interest.

The Mayor and City Council, all other elected City officials, appointed City
boards and commission members and all City employees shall be subject
to the applicable Code of Ethics provisions in State law including but not
limited to all laws governing conflict between public duty and private
interest.
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Section 4: That Section 2-221(2)(0) of the Billings, Montana City
Code be amended to read as follows:

(2) Meeting protocol.

(o) Every member of the council present shall vote upon every question
submitted to the council, unless excused or unless the member has a
financial or personal interest as defined and provided below ir-sestioh2-
702.

Financial or Personal interest. No official, either on his or her own behalf or
on behalf of any other person, shall have any financial or personal interest
in any business or transaction with any public body unless the official shall
first make full public disclosure of the nature and extent of such interest.

If a member has a financial or personal interest in a matter before the
Mayor and Council that requires a vote or other decision or direction to city
staff, the member shall, immediately after the motion has been made and
seconded, or as soon thereafter as the member may be recognized by the
presiding officer, publicly disclose the nature and extent of such interest
and disqualify himself or herself from participation in the deliberation and
voting on the question.
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For purposes of evaluating whether or not a conflict of interest requires the
Mayor or a Council Member to disqualify themselves from the deliberation
and vote on any question, the following definitions shall apply:

Disclosure and disqualification. Whenever the performance of his or her
official duties shall require any official to deliberate and vote on any matter
involving the official's financial or personal interest, the official shall publicly
disclose the nature and extent of such interest and disqualify himself or
herself from participating in the discussion, deliberation as well as in the
voting on such matter.

Financial interest means any interest which shall yield, directly or indirectly,
a monetary or other material benefit (other than the duly authorized salary
or compensation for his or her services to the city) to the official or to any
person employing or retaining the services of the official.

Official means any person elected to a city office, employed by the city, or
appointed to any public office or public body of the city whether paid or
unpaid and whether part-time or full-time.

Personal interest means any interest arising from family bloed or marriage
relationships or from close personal, business or political association
whether or not any financial interest is involved.

Private interest. Private interest is a direct or indirect interest of a natural
person, parthership, corporation or any other entity including a political
entity other than the city or an organization in which the city is affiliated.
This definition also includes an interest held by an individual that is:
ownership interest in a business: a creditor interest in an insolvent
business: membership in a business as a director or officer; ownership in
real property: a loan or other debtor interest; or an employment relationship
or prospective employment for which negotiations have begun.

Public body means any agency, board, body, commission, committee,
department or office of the city

Section 5. Severability. If any provision of this ordinance or the
application thereof to any person or circumstances is held invalid, such
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invalidity shall not affect the other provisions of this ordinance which may
be given effect without the invalid provisions or application, and, to this end

the provisions of these ordinances are declared to be severable

Section 6. Repealer. All resolutions, ordinances, and sections of
the City Code inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed

Section 7. Effective Date. This ordinance shall be effective thirty
(30) days after second reading and final adoption as provided by law.

APPROVED on first reading this 27th day of March, 2017.
ADOPTED and APPROVED on second reading this 10" day of April

2017.
VORI, CITY OF BILLINGS
%P EI'homasW Hanel Mayor
ATTEST: "’Eow‘*

By AEI;“Q_;,'M: %Z &@Mgmag
Denise R"Béhlman, City Clerk




