ANIMAL CONTROL BOARD

MEETING October 27, 2009

CALL TO ORDER 6:10PM

ROLL CALL:
Present: Stephen Eliason, Diana Kay Bachmann, David Klein, Douglas Ruebke, Dennis Ulvestad, Sandy Weiss
Minutes from the September 30, 2009 meeting were approved.
Public Comment:

No public comment

New Business 
Animal Control Supervisor, David Klein, attended and spoke of meeting at the Community Center involving the planning of the Off Leash Dog Parks in Billings. A Dog Park Kick Off Celebration has been set for Thursday, November 5th at 6:30pm at the Billings Community Center 360 North 23rd Street. 
Old Business
Discussion was opened for changes to the Small Animal Permit, Potentially Dangerous and Dangerous sections of the Ordinance.
Animal Control Supervisor, David Klein, passed around draft changes (see at bottom of minutes) from discussions thus far. Also a draft copy for changes to Animal Control Resolution to included registration fee for Potentially Dangerous Animal and increased fee for Dangerous Animal.
Discussion began by going through the draft copies and explaining the changes.

In Section 4-405 Potentially Dangerous Behavior it was noticed that mico-chip or tattoo for identification of the animal requirement was not included and it was decided that this needed to be added.

In the definition of a Dangerous Animal were the suspect is required to pay for the care of the animal prior to conviction Board Members spoke of a concern that the City of Billings not be held responsible for these costs should a suspect be found not guilty. The Animal Control Supervisor was asked to check with attorneys to see if wording could be placed in the changes that would hold the owner responsible for these costs no matter what the final outcome.
Discussion regarding the requirement of collar, leash, and signs. Would the City sell these items to the suspects? Animal Control Supervisor, David Klein, stated there would be a concern that Animal Control be required to keep an inventory of these items. It would be best that convicted owners be given examples of acceptable materials and a list of locations where these items can be purchased.

Discussion regarding the enclosures required of convicted Potentially and Dangerous Animals led to this being determined and written as Animal Control Policy not as part of the Ordinance.

Next Meeting was set for December 1, 2009 6:00pm. On the agenda would be continued discussion of possible changes to the Animal Control Ordinance. Animal Control Board Members were asked to proof read the draft and bring corrections to this meeting. Location to be determined.

Meeting adjured 6:45pm.

